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Never before has the public been more involved in decisions about the direction of technological progress and never before has public opinion been more strongly influenced by the outcome of scientific studies. In the light of this, surprisingly little effort has been invested into optimizing the connection between primary data from original scientific sources and public debate. This is so more surprising as science can serve as a template for the organization of a productive, insight-promoting discussion.  

In this seminar course, we will research, and present for discussion, examples of important developments in biotechnology and agriculture as well as examples for their often controversial interpretation in the sphere of public debate. All students will be empowered to directly access, retrieve and critically evaluate data from scientific articles and to separate those data from interpretation and conclusion. Students of different opinion backgrounds are expected to meet and get involved in productive discussions to obtain shared evidence and then meticulously dissect possible interpretations. Covering diverse topics in biotechnology and agriculture as well as their history, the course will provide solid knowledge about (a) underlying natural principles, (b) strategies to obtain information from reliable sources and (c) organization of productive discussions that gain rather than suffer from controversy.
Evaluation: The mark will be based on a written essay (35%) and an oral presentation (35%); the remaining 30% will be based on a combination of participation in class, short quizzes or extra-assignments, depending on circumstances.
