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The Department of Cell and Systems Biology, in collaboration with the Centre for International Experience (CIE) and U of T’s partner institutions abroad, offer an independent research course for CSB students.  This course is intended for students who will have completed their 3rd year of study by the time they take the course.  CSB397Y0 allows you to gain international research experience while you complete a U of T credit towards your degree. 

ELIGIBILITY

You must be a registered U of T student with a minimum cGPA of 2.5. Priority will be given to students in a Major or Specialist program that is sponsored by the Department of Cell and Systems Biology (Animal Physiology, Biology, Cell & Molecular Biology, Developmental Biology, Genome Biology).   Students are recommended to have completed CSB325H1 or CSB349H1 and to have had an extensive lab experience (e.g., ROP299Y1, CSB 300-level lab course, work-study project).

PROJECTS

Depending on the host university and your interests, you will either be assisted by CIE in finding a supervisor or you may be finding a supervisor on your own at one of our partner universities.

FEES

As with other exchange programs, you pay U of T tuition and maintain your U of T registration while you are abroad. 

FUNDING

If you are selected for this course and have Canadian citizenship or permanent residence in Canada, you will be given priority for the CIE International Bursary (airfare).  In other words, there is a strong possibility that many of your travel expenses will be funded.  All registered participants to City University of Hong Kong will be eligible for free accommodation offered by the institution.  You remain eligible to receive many of the loans, scholarships and bursaries open to regular U of T students, including government assistance such as OSAP and other provincial or territorial loan programs.

DURATION

In the summer, research projects can last approximately 8-12 weeks depending on the program.  While you are at the host university, you will complete between 20-40 hours per week of lab work; more time may be required and will be assigned to you by your supervisor.  You may also be required to take a course at the host institution, give a conference paper, and/or presentation.

APPLICATION

Information about the application procedure is available on the CIE website, http://www.cie.utoronto.ca/Going/Apply.htm  or by contacting student.exchange@utoronto.ca. 

Current CSB Compatible Partners are:

· City University of Hong Kong  (City U), Hong Kong 

· National University of Singapore (NUS), Singapore 
· University of Konstanz, Germany
Students have also gone to the Czech Republic, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan. Details on the 2016 summer research projects will be posted on the CIE website (under Research Opportunities).

The deadline to apply through CIE for CSB397Y0 is normally late November to early December.  Please check the CIE website for details.  If you are interested, please be sure to contact us in the Fall for details.
If your application for CSB397Y0 is approved through CIE, it will then be forwarded to CSB for a second approval process.  Students will be selected based on their Subject POSt, academic record and a personal interview.  

For more information about CSB397Y0, please contact Janet Mannone, Undergraduate Coordinator, Department of Cell and Systems Biology at janet.mannone@utoronto.ca
